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Summary

Summary

The Effect of Applying the Montessori Approach on

Interaction (Verbal and Non- Verbal) and "Achieving

Kindergarten Children from " Self- discipline Among
the teachers’ Points of View

Research Objectives: This research aims identify The Effect of Applying the
Montessori Approach on Achieving Interaction (Verbal and Non- Verbal) and
Self- discipline Among Kindergarten Children from the teachers’ Points of
View, this objective is further broken down into the following sub-objectives:

1. Identify the level of application of the Montessori approach in kindergartens
from the teachers' points of view.

2. ldentify the level of interaction (verbal and non- verbal) among children from
the teachers' points of view.

3. Identify the level of self- discipline among children from the teachers' points
of view.

4. ldentify the effect of applying the Montessori approach on achieving
interaction (verbal and non- verbal) among children from the teachers' points
of view.

5. ldentify the effect of applying the Montessori approach on achieving self-
discipline in children from the teachers' points of view.

6. Identify the differences in the level of application of the Montessori approach
in kindergartens according to the variables of kindergarten affiliation and
participation in the Montessori program.

7. Identify the differences in the level of interaction (verbal and non- verbal)
among kindergarten children from the teachers' points of view according to the
variables of kindergarten affiliation and participation in the Montessori
program.

8. ldentify the differences in the level of self-discipline among kindergarten
children from the teachers' points of view according to the variables of
kindergarten affiliation and participation in the Montessori program.

The research comprised five chapters as follows:

Chapter One: ""The Methodological Framework of the Research' which
includes: an introduction, the research problem, the significance of the
research, the research objectives, the research questions, the research variables,




Summary

the research hypotheses, the scope of the research, the research methodology,
the research population and sample, the research tools, and the research
terminology and its operational definitions.

Chapter Two: "Previous Studies' which included three sections related to
the research variables (the Montessori approach, verbal and non- verbal
interaction, self-discipline), These sections covered local studies, Arab studies,
and international studies.

Chapter Three: ""Theoretical Framework'" comprises three main sections:
* Section One - The Montessori approach: This section includes a historical
overview of Maria Montessori's life, the concept of the Montessori approach,
its foundations, its basic principles and objectives, the teacher's role in the
Montessori approach, the characteristics of the Montessori classroom
environment, the cornerstones and general guidelines for implementing
Montessori activities, the advantages of the Montessori approach, and
criticisms levelled against it.

* Section Two - Interaction (Verbal and Non- verbal): This section covers
the concept of interaction, its importance, pillars, functions, patterns, and types,
the teacher's role in managing interaction, techniques for achieving interaction
and the factors influencing it and methods for improving it, factors that hinder
interaction, and interaction (verbal and non- verbal) in the Montessori
approach.

* * Section Three - Self-Discipline: This includes the concept, the difference
between self-discipline and external discipline, the importance of self-
discipline and the theories that explain it, the foundations and basic components
upon which self-discipline is based, building self-discipline in kindergarten
children, the characteristics of self-disciplined children, the teacher's role in
developing self-discipline in children, the factors affecting self-discipline and
the obstacles to achieving it, and self-discipline in the Montessori approach.
Chapter Four: "Field Research Procedures' This chapter addresses the field
aspect of the research represented by the following procedures:

* Research Methodology: The current research adopted the descriptive-
analytical method as the appropriate approach to achieving the research
objectives.

» Research Population and Sample:

- Research Population: The original research population consisted of all
female teachers in public and private kindergartens in the city of Hama.
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- Research Sample: The research sample consisted of (148) kindergarten
teachers, distributed as follows: (50) teachers from public kindergartens and
(98) teachers from private kindergartens.

* Research Instrument: The following instruments were used:

1. A questionnaire on the application of the Montessori approach in
Kindergartens.

2. A questionnaire on interaction (verbal and non- verbal) among kindergarten
children.

3. A questionnaire on self-discipline among kindergarten children.

Chapter Five: "Presenting of Research Results, Discussing, and
Interpreting”

The research results were as follows:

* The level of application of the Montessori approach in kindergartens from the
teachers' points of view was moderate.

 The level of interaction (verbal and non- verbal) among children from the
teachers' points of view was high.

* The level of self-discipline among children from the teachers' points of view
was moderate.

Results of the research hypotheses:

* There is a statistically significant effect of applying the Montessori approach
on achieving verbal interaction among kindergarten children.

* There is a statistically significant effect of applying the Montessori approach
on achieving non- verbal interaction among kindergarten children.

* There is a statistically significant effect of applying the Montessori approach
on achieving self-discipline among kindergarten children.

 There is a statistically significant difference between the mean responses of
kindergarten teachers regarding the level of Montessori approach application,
the level of interaction (verbal and non-verbal), and the level of self-discipline,
according to the kindergarten affiliation variable, these differences favour
teachers working in private kindergartens who had the highest mean scores.

» There is a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of
kindergarten teachers in the following areas: (application of the Montessori
approach), (level of interaction (verbal and non-verbal)), and (level of self-
discipline), depending on whether they completed the Montessori training
course, these differences favour the teachers who completed the Montessori
course as they had the highest mean scores.
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In light of these findings, the research offers several recommendations the most
important of which is:

1- Establishing clear criteria for accrediting kindergartens that follow the
Montessori method by developing a guide that stipulates a minimum set of
resources and conditions related to materials, the number of children, and the
required space, to ensure the genuine, rather than merely formal,
implementation of the approach.

2. Establish partnerships with specialized and accredited training institutions in
the Montessori approach to offer basic and advanced courses for teachers in
public and private kindergartens based on this approach.

3. Allocate financial support for implementing the Montessori approach in all
kindergartens, given the high cost of Montessori materials and tools,
particularly in public kindergartens.

4. Adopt a mandatory training policy for teachers by making completion of
specialized and accredited Montessori training courses a prerequisite for
employment or continued work in the kindergarten, and provide financial and
non-financial incentives for teachers who excel in implementing the
Montessori approach using the best methods.

5. Emphasize the clear integration of classroom interaction and self-discipline
skills into kindergarten curricula, with specialized organization and training for
teachers in these areas.
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